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MB  ChB  DPH 
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H.  L.  Groom, 

MRCS  LRCP 

Rural  Districts 

1.  Ely  
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Port 
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...  N.  E.  Dewick,  Esq. 

H.  L.  Groom, 

MRCS  LRCP 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


Isle  of  Ely  County  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  the  public  health  and  the  welfare  services  in  the  administra- 
tive county  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  for  the  year  1960. 

The  main  new  developments  during  the  year  were  the  completion 
of  our  welfare  schemes  for  the  handicapped,  by  adding  to  those 
already  in  being  for  the  blind  and  the  deaf  a comparable  scheme 
for  those  suffering  from  other  physical  handicaps,  and  the  opening 
in  Wisbech  of  our  first  specially  designed  junior  training  centre, 
this  latter  forming  in  fact  the  first  instalment  of  the  comprehensive 
new  mental  health  service  envisaged  by  the  Committee. 

At  the  same  time  a start  was  made  towards  the  decentralisation 
of  the  combined  mental  health  and  welfare  service  with  the  ultimate 
object  of  establishing  district  offices  in  the  north,  centre,  and  south 
of  the  county,  thus  making  this  very  personal,  confidential,  and 
often  urgent,  service  more  readily  available  to  the  general  public. 
Incidentally  the  advantages,  both  administrative,  and  more  impor- 
tant, to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  of  this  combination  of  duties 
in  one  set  of  officers  have  steadily  become  more  apparent  over  the 
years. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  report  that  our  staff  worked 
nobly  and  to  them  my  most  grateful  thanks  are  due.  Nor  would 
I wish  to  go  unrecorded  the  deep  indebtedness  of  the  whole  service 
to  that  invaluable  voluntary  help,  innumerable  references  to  which 
are  to  be  found  throughout  the  body  of  the  report.  It  can  truth- 
fully be  said  that  the  service  in  its  present  form  could  not  carry  on 
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without  such  voluntary  effort.  Finally,  and  by  no  means  least, 
I should  wish  to  tender  my  most  cordial  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  County  Health  Committee  whose  never  failing 
interest  and  encouragement  were  a constant  source  of  inspiration. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  HOCKEN, 

County  Hall,  County  Medical  Officer. 

March . 

Tel.  No.  MARCH  2215 


Administrative  County  of  the  Isle  of  Ely 

The  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1960,  from  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  the  Districts  within  the  Administrative 
County,  as  submitted  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council,  in  pur- 
suance of  Section  24,  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were 
received  as  follows  : — 


Area 

Date  received 

Style 

CO 

( J 

Chatteris 

Report  not  to  hand 

CO 

Ely  

November  8th,  1961 

Typewritten 

5 

CS 

March 

July  5th,  1961 

Typewritten 

_Q 

D 

Whittlesey 

November  1st,  1961 

Typewritten 

CO 

Wisbech,  M.B. 

July  17th,  1961 

Printed 

o 

J- 

Ely  

October  2nd  1961 

Typewritten 

s 

North  Witchford 

October  9th,  1961 

Typewritten 

"to 

3 

Thorney 

Report  not  to  hand 

CC 

Wisbech 

October  13  th,  1961 

Typewritten 

Wisbech  Port 

San.  Authority 

July  17th,  1961 

Printed 
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STATISTICS,  I960 


Area  of  Administrative  County  (land  and  water)  acres  239,950 
Rateable  Value  1/4/60  £975,188 


Product  of  Id.  rate  1960/61 

£3,913 

Population  (census  1951) 

89,038 

Population  (estim.  to  middle  of  year 

1960)  

89,320 

) Legitimate 

735 

No.  of  live  Births  in  the 

males 

774  1 Illegitimate 

39 

1489 

year 

females 

715  ( Legitimate 

692 

( Illegitimate 

23 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

16.67  16.84 

(corrected) 

( Legitimate 

24 

N’o.  of  still  Births  in  the 

males 

27  \ Illegitimate 

3 

45 

year 

females 

18  (Legitimate 

16 

\ Illegitimate 

2 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

29.34 

Total  live  and  still-births 

1,534 

Total  No.  of  Deaths  in  the  year 

996 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

11.15  10.82 

(corrected) 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  births 

| Legitimate 

24 

No.  dying  under  1 year 
old 

males 

26  \ Illegitimate 

2 

44 

females 

18  (Legitimate 

17 

\ Illegitimate 

1 

Neo-natal  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

21.49 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births 

16.78 

Pre-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

live  & stillbirths 

45.63 

Illegitimate  live  births  per 

cent,  of  total  live  births 

4.16 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  (from  sepsis  0 
consequence  of,  childbirth)  ( other  causes  0 

Total  — — 

Infantile  Mortality  (rate  | in  legitimates  28.73  | 
per  1,000  births)  ) in  illegitimates  48.38  ( 

29.55 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years  of  age) 


0 

0 

0 
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England  and  Wales  — 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  17.1 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  .......  11.5 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  live  births  21.7 

Maternal  Mortality-rate  per  1,000  total  births  0.39 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  figure  of  89,320  as  the 
estimated  mid-year  population  for  1960. 


Statistics  for 
purposes. 


t here  was  a 


the  past  10 

years  are  given 

1951 

88,210 

1952 

88,000 

1953 

88,420 

1954 

88,600 

1955 

88,700 

1956 

88,900 

1957 

88,890 

1958 

89,300 

1959 

89,000 

1960 

Births 

89,320 

rise  in  the 

birth  rate 

during 

for  comparative 


1960,  the  figure 


being  16.84  as  against  15.76  last  year. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  increased  dining  1960,  being  62 
as  compared  with  58  in  the  previous  year. 

The  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  918  (493  males  and 
425  females),  this  being  a birth-rate  of  16.89  per  thousand  of 
population. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  the  births  numbered  571  (281  males  and 
290  females),  the  rural  birth-rate  being  16.9  per  thousand. 

The  total  births  for  the  County  numbered  1,489  (774  males  and 
715  females),  a birth-rate  of  16.84  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  in  the  Urban  Districts  numbered  42,  a 
rate  of  45.75  per  1,000  births.  Of  this  42,  31  were  males  and  11 
females,  giving  rates  of  62.88  and  25.88  respectively. 

For  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  20  illegitimate  births,  a rate 
of  35.03.  Of  these,  8 were  males  and  12  females,  giving  rates  of 
28.47  and  41.38  respectively. 

Taking  the  County  as  a whole,  the  illegitimate  births  numbered 
62,  or  a rate  of  41.63.  There  were  39  male  and  23  female  illegiti- 
mate births,  and  this  gives  rates  of  50.38  ar^  32.17  respectively. 
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Illegitimate  Births 


Year 

Illegitimate 

Births 

1951 

71 

1952 

88 

1953 

92 

1954 

88 

1955 

76 

1956 

65 

1957 

71 

1958 

78 

1959 

58 

1960 

62 

Deaths 

The  death  rate  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  has  fallen  slightly.  In  1960  the 
figure  for  the  Isle  of  Ely  was  11.15  (10.82  corrected)  as  against 
1 1 .53  in  1959.  That  of  the  country  as  a whole  was  11.5. 

The  deaths  in  1960  numbered  996  compared  with  1080  in 
1959.  Of  these  996  deaths  (534  males  and  462  females),  647 
occurred  in  the  urban  areas  and  349  in  the  rural. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Isle  of 

Ely 

England 

and  Wales 

Isle  of 

Ely 

England 

and  Wales 

1951 

16.37 

15.5 

11.64 

12.5 

1952 

16.73 

15.3 

10.26 

11.3 

1953 

16.99 

15.5 

12.16 

11.4 

1954 

15.68 

15.2 

11.53 

11.3 

1955 

15.07 

15.0 

11.86 

11.7 

1956 

15.7 

15.7 

11.2 

11.7 

1957 

16.13 

16.1 

11.08 

11.5 

*1958 

15.78 

16.4 

9.82 

11.7 

*1959 

15.76 

16.5 

11.53 

11.6 

*1960 

16.84 

17.1 

10.82 

11.5 

* The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  is  the  “corrected”  rate.  Figures  shown 
(or  previous  years  are  “crude”  rates. 
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Registered  Births 

Registered  Deaths 

1951 

1,444 

1,027 

1952 

1,472 

903 

1955 

1,502 

1,075 

1954 

1,389 

1,022 

195  5 

1,337 

1,052 

1956 

1,397 

998 

1957 

1,434 

985 

1958 

1,395 

997 

1959 

1,389 

1,080 

I960 

1,489 

996 

Infant  Mortality 

A rise  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  occurred  in  1960  when  the 
rate  was  29.55  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  25.19  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Seven  deaths  were  due  to  congenital  malformation,  birth  in- 
juries, etc.;  pneumonia  caused  five  deaths;  and  other  causes 
thirty-two. 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 


Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 

and  Wales 

Year 

Isle  of  Ely 

England 

and  Wales 

1925 

65.66 

75 

1943 

45.88 

49 

1926 

60.42 

70 

1944 

44.9 

46 

1927 

64.91 

69 

1945 

40.3 

46 

1928 

58.94 

65 

1946 

37.2 

43 

1929 

83.3 

74 

1947 

30.19 

41 

1930 

52.19 

60 

1948 

29.86 

34 

1931 

58.11 

66 

1949 

26.46 

32 

1932 

53.68 

65 

1950 

27.67 

29.8 

1933 

57.7 

64 

1951 

28.39 

29.6 

1934 

58.59 

59 

1952 

27.17 

27.6 

1935 

46.49 

57 

1953 

17.98 

26.8 

1936 

60.29 

59 

1954 

15.83 

25.3 

1937 

58.35 

58 

1955 

15.71 

24.9 

1938 

56.89 

53 

1956 

1 8.6 1 

23.8 

1939 

41.96 

50 

1957 

20.22 

23.0 

1940 

50.28 

55 

1958 

17.92 

23.0 

1941 

49.15 

59 

1959 

25.19 

22.0 

1942 

50.56 

49 

1960 

29.55 

21.7 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  death  occurred  during  the  year. 
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County  of  Isle  of  Ely  Causes  of  Death  in  Administrative  Areas,  I960 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Isle  of  Ely  in  I960. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  including  deaths  from 
intracranial  vascular  disease  remain  the  principal  causes  of  death, 
accounting  for  39  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  in  the  Isle  of  Ely  during 
1960. 

The  percentage  contributions  to  the  total  deaths  made  by  the 
more  important  groups  were  as  shown  below: 


Diseases  of  heart  and 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

circulatory  system 

34.6 

38.4 

34.9 

37.1 

36.0 

39.0 

Cancer,  all  forms 
Vascular  lesions  of 

15.6 

14.9 

17.8 

17.3 

17.0 

14.0 

nervous  system 
Bronchitis,  pneumonia  & 

19.2 

19.8 

17.3 

16.3 

14.0 

13.0 

respiratory  diseases 

9.5 

10.0 

10.05 

11.0 

13.0 

13.0 

Violent  causes  ... 

4.9 

2.8 

3.4 

2.0 

3.0 

3.0 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

.19 

.4 

.6 

.3 

.4 

— 

The  deaths  among  persons  aged  65  years  or  over  amounted  to 
71  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  1960. 


Tuberculosis  Mortality 

No  deaths  were  certified  as  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
during  1960. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rates 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Total 

Pulmonary 

1941 

.298 

.088 

.386 

1942 

.189 

.105 

.295 

1943 

.372 

.06 

.432 

1944 

.292 

.097 

.39 

1945 

.235 

.123 

.357 

1946 

.227 

.047 

.275 

1947 

.308 

.047 

.355 

1948 

.262 

.045 

.308 

1949 

.205 

.045 

.251 

1950 

.181 

.034 

.214 

1951 

.09 

.023 

.113 

1952 

.159 

.045 

.205 

1953 

.068 

.023 

.09 

1954 

.079 

.022 

.102 

1955 

.011 

.011 

.022 

1956 

.044 

— 

.044 

1957 

.045 

.022 

.067 

1958 

.022 

.011 

.033 

1959 

.045 

— 

.045 

1960 

— 

— 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(Section  22) 

The  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  remains  unchanged 
and  continues  to  work  well. 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Services 

During  the  past  year  1,643  confinements  in  the  county  took 
place  in  hospitals  and  maternity  homes,  an  increase  of  183  over 
the  previous  year. 

Combined  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  are  held  in  three 
areas  of  the  county,  and  in  two  areas  midwives  hold  ante-natal 
clinics  only. 

The  number  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  held  at  March 
Maternity  Home  remains  high  in  comparison  with  actual  attend- 
ances reported,  but  these  figures  are  only  in  respect  of  patients 
booked  for  domiciliary  confinement.  The  local  general  practi- 
tioner obstetricians  attend  on  separate  days,  the  domiciliary  and 
nursing  home  staffs  assisting  at  each  clinic. 

The  majority  of  domiciliary  booked  cases  in  other  areas  of  the 
county  receive  ante-natal  care  from  their  general  practitioner 
obstetricians  and  the  midwives,  either  in  doctors’  surgeries  or  by 
special  arrangement  in  the  patients’  own  homes. 

The  interchange  of  patients’  record  cards  between  doctors  and 
midwives  is  being  used  very  successfully  in  a number  of  areas, 
but  the  question  of  the  best  method  of  making  information 
available  to  all  the  professional  persons  responsible  for  the  care 
of  the  expectant  mother  is  still  under  discussion. 

It  is  not  yet  possible  to  report  that  all  expectant  mothers  are 
having  routine  blood  tests  and  haemoglobin  rates  checked  for  all 
pregnancies.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  importance  of  this  service 
does  not  even  yet  appear  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
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ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS 


Littleport 

March 

Ely 

Whittlesey 

Wisbech 

No.  of  sessions 

48 

180 

36 

36 

48 

No.  of  women  who 

attended 

A.N. 

82 

194 

117 

112 

147 

P.N. 

77 

15 

19 

— 

— 

Total  attendances 

413 

275 

522 

408 

577 

Combined  Physiotherapy  and  Mothercraft  Classes 

Increasing  numbers  of  expectant  mothers  are  attending  these 
classes.  When  possible  classes  will  be  started  in  other  parts  of 
the  county. 


Ely 

March 

Wisbech 

No.  of  sessions 

48 

78 

100 

No.  of  women  who  attended 

120 

148 

227 

Total  attendances 

340 

475 

735 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Of  the  20  clinics  held  in  different  areas  of  the  county,  Manea 
is  the  only  one  run  directly  by  the  authority.  Grants  are  made 
to  the  voluntary  ladies’  committees  to  cover  the  cost  of  running 
the  remaining  clinics.  Attendances  at  the  clinics  remain  good, 
and  the  mothers  appear  to  appreciate  the  help  and  advice  given 
by  the  doctor  and  health  visitor  in  attendance.  In  certain  areas 
requests  have  been  received  for  further  clinics  to  be  opened,  but 
shortage  of  staff  has  so  far  prevented  this.  The  ladies’  commit- 
tees continue  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of  baby  foods,  etc.,  and 
provide  cups  of  tea,  all  of  which  voluntary  work  is  much  appre- 
ciated. The  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  the  clinics 
remains  high. 

Local  general  medical  practitioners  continue  to  attend  the 
Doddington,  Fridaybridge,  Haddenham,  Manea,  Thorney,  Sut- 
ton, Whittlesey,  and  Wisbech  clinics,  one  of  the  assistant  county 
medical  officers  also  attending  the  last  named. 
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( are  of  Premature  Babies 

The  number  of  premature  babies  born  at  home  during  1 9(->0 
was  27,  an  increase  of  1 compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  number  four  died  within  the  first  24  hours,  two  died  before 
attaining  the  age  of  one  month,  and  21  survived.  Of  the  64  born 
in  hospital,  51  survived  and  10  died  in  the  first  24  hours  of  life. 

The  number  of  premature  stillbirths  in  domiciliary  practice  was 
1,  weighing  under  4 lbs. 

There  is  a total  increase  of  premature  live  and  stillbirths 
throughout  the  county  as  compared  with  the  previous  years, 
an  increase  of  26  live  births  and  10  stillbirths.  These  figures 
apply  to  women  normally  resident  in  this  county,  and  babies 
born  within  the  county  boundary.  As  would  be  expected,  the 
greatest  number  of  stillbirths  occurs  in  infants  of  lees  than  3 
lbs.  4 ozs.  in  weight.  The  reason  for  the  increase  is  a matter 
for  further  investigation  between  all  concerned  in  the  welfare 
of  the  mother  and  infant. 

The  two  Sorrento  type  premature  baby  cots  are  still  avail- 
able at  the  County  Hall,  March,  for  use  in  domiciliary  prac- 
tice, but  the  improvement  in  cots  used  in  the  homes  and  the 
transfer  of  women  to  hospital  when  in  premature  labour  has 
resulted  in  these  cots  not  being  used  very  frequently. 


Premature  Stillbirths 


Weight  at  birth 

Born  in 
Hospital 

Born  in 
Nursing 
Homes 

Born  at 
Home 

(a)  3 lbs.  4 ozs.  or  less 

9 

1 

1 

(b)  3 lbs.  4 ozs.  up  to 

4 lbs.  6 ozs. 

4 

— 

— 

(c)  4 lbs.  6 ozs.  up  to 

4 lbs.  15  ozs. 

5 

— 

— 

(d)  4 lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to 

5 lbs.  8 ozs. 

i 

— 

— 

Total 

19 

1 

1 

10 


SUMMARY  OF  CASES  (LIVE  BIRTHS) 
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Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

Distribution  of  welfare  foods  is  carried  out  at  38  centres  in  the 
Isle,  the  main  offices  being  at: — 

U.D.C.  Offices,  Chatteris 
City  Chambers,  Ely 
4 Elwyn  Road,  March 
Public  Hall,  Whittlesey 
17  Hill  Street,  Wisbech 

Thirteen  centres  are  run  in  conjunction  with  infant  welfare 
centres  while  twenty  are  administered  by  local  shop  keepers  or 
private  householders.  To  these  voluntary  workers  I tender  my 
thanks  for  their  work  in  this  capacity. 


During  the  year  1960  the  following  issues  were  made — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
A & D Tablets 
Orange  Juice 


30/207  (33,831)  tins 
4,092  ( 3,981)  bottles 
3,493  (3,443)  packets 
36,102  (36,960)  bottles 


(1959  figures  shown  in  parentheses) 


The  distribution  of  proprietary  welfare  foods  at  infant  welfare 
centres  remains  unchanged. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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SUTTON  ...  ...  Methodist  Church  4th  Tuesday,  2.15 — 4.15  p.m.  ...  ...  Dr.  in  attendance 

Room 

THORNEY  Old  Girls'  School  ...  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  2.30 — 4 p.m.  Dr.  in  attendance 

WHITTLESEY  ...  St.  Mary’s  Rooms  Tuesday,  2.15 — 4.15  p.m.  Dr.  in  attendance 

WISBECH  ...  ...  Walsoken  Parish  Hall  Friday,  2 — 4.30  p.m.  ...  ...  ...  Dr.  in  attendance 


ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

The  present  method  of  supplying  outfits  to  expectant  mothers 
by  chemists  within  the  county,  on  production  of  an  official  form 
issued  by  the  mid  wives,  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children 

The  county  council  continues  to  make  pro  rata  payments  to 
the  Ely  Diocesan  Association  and  an  annual  grant  to  the  Wisbech 
Society  for  Social  Service  in  respect  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
two  social  workers. 

During  the  year  the  social  workers  of  the  Ely  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  Association  and  the  Wisbech  Society  for  Social  Service 
have  visited  and  offered  advice  to  unmarried  mothers. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  maternity  homes  or  hostels  has 
increased  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

1957  1958  1959  1960 

Cases  visited  27  37  35  30 

Cases  admitted  10  8 7 9 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

The  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
regard  to  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  have  still  not 
been  implemented,  owing  to  lack  of  dental  staff. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Three  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Maternal  Deaths 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 

Day  Nurseries 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  the  Isle. 


MIDWIFERY  (Section  23) 

County  Council  SRN,  SCM  

County  Nursing  Association,  Queen’s  Nursing  Sisters 

SRN,  SCM  

SCM,  SEN  

SRN,  SCM  (Part-time) 


Nil 

10 

11 

1 

3 


Total  25 
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Of  the  25  midwives  employed  by  the  county  nursing  association 
23  undertake  general  nursing,  2 act  as  whole-time  midwives,  7 
are  qualified  health  visitors,  and  2 are  approved  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives’ Hoard  as  training  midwives. 

Accommodation 

The  policy  of  housing  accommodation  remains  unchanged. 
Transport 

The  county  nursing  association  continues  to  provide  cars  for 
nursing  staff  employed  by  them,  but  where  an  applicant  for  a 
vacant  post  has  her  own  car  the  appropriate  allowance  would  be 
made  for  its  use. 

Analgesia 

All  domiciliary'  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia,  22  machines  being  available  for  use.  These  machines  re- 
ceive regular  maintenance. 

The  number  of  cases  to  whom  gas/air  was  administered  was 
377  (69%),  of  which  number  the  medical  practitioners  were  present 
at  90  cases.  Trilene  wras  used  in  one  case. 

Pethidine  was  administered  to  a total  of  259  cases  (48%),  the 
medical  practitioner  being  present  at  70  of  these. 

Midwives  Act,  1902 — 1936 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  act  as  non- 
medical supervisors  of  midwives  for  the  local  supervising  authority. 

The  number  of  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice 


was : — 

Domiciliary  29 

Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  36 

Private  4 

Summary  of  Work  Undertaken 


Deliveries  attended  by  domiciliary  midwives: — 


( 1)  Doctor  not  engaged 

(a)  Not  present  at  delivery  51 

(b)  Present  at  delivery  20 

(2)  Doctor  engaged 

(a)  Not  present  at  delivery  333 

(b)  Present  at  delivery  139 
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Total  543 


I he  following  medical  aid  forms  were  issued: — 


Midwifery  40 

Medical  practitioner  engaged  15 

Other  cases  — 


Total  55 


Of  the  domiciliary  confinements,  395  were  being  fully  breast  fed 
on  the  14th  day. 

During  the  year  217  mothers  were  discharged  from  hospitals  and 
maternity  homes  before  the  14th  day,  an  increase  partially  due 
to  the  change  in  the  Central  Midwives  Board  rule  by  which  patients 
may  be  discharged  on  the  loth  day.  In  many  instances  however 
mothers  are  discharged  during  the  first  week  after  confinement, 
in  particular  where  the  patient  was  admitted  as  an  emergency  from 
the  district. 

The  superintendent  nursing  officer  and  her  assistant  paid  484 
visits,  of  which  111  were  home  circumstance  visits  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  selection  of  cases  for  admission  to  maternity 
homes  or  hospitals. 

General 

The  total  number  of  confinements  was  2,186,  of  which  1,643 
took  place  in  maternity  homes  and  hospitals  and  543  in  domiciliary 
practice.  This  was  a total  increase  of  183  but  there  was  a further 
decrease  of  22  in  domiciliary  practice. 

Maternity  Liaison  Committees 

These  committees  are  now  held  in  Cambridge,  Newmarket, 
Peterborough,  and  Wisbech.  Many  useful  discussions  take  place 
and  consideration  is  given  to  all  relevant  publications  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Part  II  Midwifery  Training  School 

One  pupil  midwife  from  The  Gables  Maternity  Home,  Peter- 
borough, successfully  completed  her  three  months  domiciliary 
training  at  March. 

Refresher  Courses  for  Midwives 

In  accordance  with  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  Rule  G.l,  the 
superintendent  nursing  officer  and  four  midwives  attended  re- 
fresher courses. 
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Mot  here  raft  Courses 

The  local  branch  of  the  Royal  College  of  Midwives  arranged  for 
one  of  their  members  to  attend  a mothcrcraft  course  at  Guildford. 


HEALTH  VISITING  (Section  24) 

The  shortage  of  health  visitors  in  certain  areas  of  the  county, 
particularly  on  the  county  nursing  association  staff  where  gen- 
eralised duties  are  undertaken,  is  reflected  in  the  number  of.  home 
visits  paid.  In  addition  to  the  actual  visiting,  the  health  visitors 
and  assistant  superintendent  nursing  officer  have  attended  870 
clinic  sessions  and  given  86  mothercraft  talks  in  schools.  The 
number  of  home  visits  paid  have  proved  very  time  consuming  in 
the  need  to  give  special  advice  in  dealing  with  personal  prob- 
lems. One  student  health  visitor  successfully  completed  her  health 
visitors  training  and  was  appointed  to  Whittlesey  in  May.  The 
part-time  health  visitor  employed  in  Ely  was  appointed  perma- 
nently as  a full-time  visitor  in  April.  In  November  the  county 
nursing  association  appointed  two  district  nurse  midwives  with 
health  visitors  qualifications,  and  the  county  health  committee 
agreed  to  the  staff  concerned  taking  over  all  the  public  health 
and  school  nursing  duties  for  the  Chatteris  area.  There  are  still 
vacancies  for  full-time  health  visitors  in  March  and  Wisbech. 


Health  Education 

The  combined  mothercraft  and  physiotherapy  classes  are  well 
attended,  the  public  health  nursing  staff  giving  the  talks,  and  in 
the  Ely  area  taking  the  relaxation  classes  as  well.  Each  health 
visitor  arranges  her  clinic  sessions  to  give  as  much  individual  help 
as  possible,  and  ample  publicity  material  is  available  for  her  use. 
Shortage  and  changes  of  staff  have  prevented  full  development 
in  this  field,  while  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  clinics  in  rural 
areas  are  only  held  monthly  in  rented  premises,  such  as  church 
halls,  etc.,  does  not  facilitate  such  work. 


Summary  of  Health  Visitors'  Work 

Number  of  home  visits  paid: — 

Expectant  mothers.  1st  visits  54 

All  visits  305 

Children  under  1.  1st  visits  1963 

All  visits  9372 

Children  1 — 5 years.  Visits  10691 

Others,  including  visits  to  old  people  73 


Total  20441 

Further  visits  of  all  kinds  2150 

Total  number  of  individual  children  under 

5 years  of  age  visited  7405 

Total  number  of  households  visited  5654 

Polio  sessions  attended  195 

Mothercraft  classes  attended  by  health 

visitors  114 

Breast  feeding  clinics  at  March  maternity 

home  41 

HOME  NURSING  (Section  25) 

Summary  of  Staff  employed  at  31st  December,  1960. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  1 

Assistant  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  1 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  5 

Queen’s  Nurse  Midwives  with  HV  Cert.  6 

District  Nurse  Midwives  with  HV  Cert.  1 

District  Nurse  Midwives  8 

Queen’s  District  Nurses  2 

District  Nurses  (SEN)  1 

District  Nurses  (part-time)  3 

District  Nurse  Midwives  (part-time)  3 
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Vacancies 


Elm 

Wisbech  St.  Mary 


2 


Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

3290 

26061 

Surgical 

601 

5089 

Infectious  diseases 

4 

15 

Tuberculosis 

7 

143 

Maternal  complications 

6 

37 

Others 

964 

1177 

Total  

4872 

32522 

Included  in  the  above  are  the  following: 

Cases 

Visits 

Patients  65  vears  and  over 

1131 

21252 

Children  under  5 years  

43 

715 

Patients  receiving  over  24  visits 

333 

22253 

Insulin  injections  

63 

6758 

Injections  of  antibiotics,  etc 

285 

5291 

Patients,  both  medical  and  surgical,  discharged  from  hospital  in 
need  of  home  nursing  under  the  supervision  of  general  medical 
practitioners  numbered  167,  a noticeable  increase  over  last  year. 
Visits  to  these  cases  numbered  1,775. 


Transport. 

Two  old  cars  were  sold  and  replaced,  and  one  car  replaced 
following  an  accident. 


Accommodation 

No  changes  in  accommodation  have  been  made.  The  county 
council  has  agreed  to  purchase  a plot  of  land  in  the  Chatteris 
area  for  the  erection  of  two  flats  for  the  nurses  in  that  district. 
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Staff 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  county  nursing  associa- 
tion appointed  staff  to  fill  the  vacancies  at  Manea,  Whittlesey,  and 
Littleport.  The  employment  of  part-time  married  women  has  been 
of  great  assistance  for  relief  duty  and  helping  in  areas  where 
vacancies  have  existed.  It  was  also  necessary  to  employ  nurses  from 
private  nursing  associations  in  certain  areas  in  order  that  the  work 
might  be  carried  on. 

The  county  nursing  association  has  also  continued  to  employ 
part-time  staff  to  enable  the  permanent  staff  to  take  holidays  and 
leave. 

Student  Queen’s  Nurses  from  the  Nottingham  home  nursing 
service  have  been  on  three  day  observation  visits,  and  third  year 
student  nurses  from  the  R.A.F.  Hospital,  Ely,  have  spent  several 
days  with  the  public  health  staff  visiting  clinics  and  paying  home 
visits. 

The  county  nursing  association  awarded  a bursary  for  one 
nurse  midwife,  to  take  the  combined  health  visitors  and  Queen’s 
district  training. 

Chiropody  Clinics. 

The  voluntary  associations  continue  successfully  to  run  twelve 
foot  clinics  in  their  rsepective  areas. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (Section  26) 
Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  arrangements  for  immunisation  have  continued,  whereby 
sessions  are  held  at  infant  welfare  centres  in  the  county.  In 
addition,  arrangements  are  made  as  numbers  accumulate  to  hold 
special  immunisation  sessions  in  school  clinics  or  on  school  premises. 


Propaganda 

Each  registrar  supplies  information  of  the  births  registered  in 
his  district  and  a personal  letter  is  sent  to  all  parents  as  to  the 
protection  afforded  and  the  times  advised  for  immunisation  and 
vaccination. 
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The  health  visitors  and  school  nurses  and  all  other  county  nursing 
staff  carry  supplies  of  leaflets  giving  information  regarding  the 
facilities  available  for  immunisation,  which  they  distribute  in  the 
homes  or  at  clinics.  Health  visitors  have  a special  responsibility  for 
collecting  forms  of  consent  and  for  completing  records. 

In  addition  to  this  systematic  propaganda  general  publicity  is  also 
given  to  the  scheme  by  means  of  handbills  and  posters. 


Medical  Arrangements 

All  practitioners  in  the  area  are  afforded  an  opportunity  of  taking 
part  in  the  authority’s  arrangements  for  carrying  out  individual 
immunisations.  The  county  medical  staff,  with  the  assistance  of 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses,  attend  specially  arranged  sessions 
and  they  also  carry  out  individual  immunisations  at  the  infant 
welfare  centres  which  they  attend. 


Records 

Completed  records  are  submitted  by  the  county  medical  staff  and 
general  practitioners,  and  the  latter  receive  payment  in  accordance 
with  the  approved  scale  of  fees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  carried 
out  in  the  various  areas  during  the  period,  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1960. 
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Under 

1 yr. 



,yr' 

2 yrs. 

3 yrs. 

4 yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10—14 

yrs. 

Total 

B’ster 

Chatteris  U.D.  ... 

19 

37 

9 

2 

1 

2 

.4 

74 

10 

Ely  U.D 

56 

48 

4 

2 

— 

5 

2 

117 

45 

March  U.D 

14 

94 

5 

1 

— 

14 

3 

131 

35 

Whittlesey  U.D.  ... 

39 

48 

4 

— 

2 

13 

1 

107 

65 

Wisbech  M.B.  . 

65 

129 

10 

3 

1 

26 

5 

239 

132 

Ely  R.D 

29 

84 

13 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

127 

86 

N.  Witchford  R.D. 

13 

35 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

56 

11 

Thorney  R.D 

7 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

11 

Wisbech  R.D. 

20 

70 

12 

8 

6 

41 

11 

168 

65 

TOTAL 

262 

568 

60 

17 

10 

105 

27 

1049 

460 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


General  medical  practitioners  have  agreed  to  be  responsible  for 
individual  vaccinations,  either  in  the  homes  or  at  their  surgeries,  and 
no  special  sessional  arrangements  are  made.  Vaccination  is  carried 
out  at  two  infant  welfare  centres  by  the  practitioners  in  attendance. 

All  that  has  been  already  said  with  regard  to  propaganda  and 
payment  of  fees  applies  to  the  vaccination  service  as  well. 

During  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1960,  the 
following  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  were  performed: — 


under 
1 yr. 

Primary  580 

Re-vaccinations 


2 — 4 5 — 14  15  yrs. 

1 yr.  yrs.  yrs.  & over  Total 
40  22  31  55  728 

— 2 3 55  60 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  year  vaccination  was  continued  and  the  following 
are  the  various  categories  of  persons  vaccinated. 


Children  up  to  and  including  15  years  2147 

Young  persons  (1933-42)  977 

Persons  under  40  years  1591 

Others  29 


4744 


Booster  doses  were  given  to  12,939  cases. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE  (Section  27) 

The  service  at  March,  Chatteris,  and  Ely  was  based  on  the 
same  garage  firms  as  in  the  past  years,  but  at  Wisbech  it  was 
transferred  to  a garage  nearer  the  town  centre.  At  these  places 
council  owned  vehicles  are  operated.  The  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  provide  the  service  and  vehicles  at  Whittlesey  and  Little- 
port,  and  at  Manea  a voluntary  committee  organise  the  service, 
using  their  own  ambulance. 

Early  in  the  year  a demonstration  model  ambulance  was  pur- 
chased as  a matter  of  urgency  to  replace  an  unserviceable  vehicle 
at  Wisbech. 

An  order  was  placed  for  a new  Bedford  ambulance  with  Lomas 
bodywork,  to  be  stationed  at  Ely. 

The  statistics  given  below  again  show  an  increased  demand  for 
both  ambulances  and  cars.  Every  effort  was  made  to  co-ordinate 
journeys  and  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  those  concerned  the  con- 
tinuing need  for  economy  in  the  use  of  the  service. 


AMBULANCES 


1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

Mileage 

81 ,945 

76,764 

78,874 

78,746 

No.  of  patients  carried 

6,494 

5,212 

4,839 

4,827 

No.  of  journeys 

4,751 

4,059 

3,691 

3,629 

CARS 

Mileage 

202,622 

184,253 

172,389 

164,154 

No.  of  patients  carried 

19,492 

16,890 

15,528 

13.455 

No.  of  journeys 

6,336 

5,728 

5,533 

5,096 

In  addition  the  dual  purpose  ambulance  at  Wisbech  ran  13,985 
miles  in  transporting  handicapped  persons  to  the  training  centre. 

The  ever  growing  demand  may  to  some  extent  be  due  to  the 
following  factors: — 

(1)  An  apparent  tendency  for  hospitals  to  discharge  patients 
earlier  in  order  to  achieve  a larger  turnover  of  in-patients, 
which  necessitates  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from 
the  hospitals,  sometimes  daily,  for  treatment  as  out-patients. 

(2)  The  withdrawal  of  the  local  train  service  between  Wisbech 
(North)  and  Peterborough,  which  has  resulted  in  patients 
who  hitherto  had  managed  to  travel  by  rail  requiring  sit- 
ting case  car  transport. 

(3)  Some  hospitals  retain  patients  on  treatment,  especially 
physiotherapy,  for  very  considerable  periods,  for  up  to 
three  attendances  weekly. 
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There  is  reason  to  think  that  transport  is  sometimes  allowed 
following  demands  by  patients  who  think  they  have  a right  to  a 
free  car  service,  and  in  other  instances  in  order  to  ensure  that  a 
particular  patient  attends  for  investigation,  especially  if  he  is  a 
contact  of  an  infectious  case.  This  latter  use  of  the  service  could 
be  justified  on  the  grounds  of  the  public  health  generally,  but  a 
stronger  attitude  to  the  former  type  would  help  in  ensuring  that 
the  use  of  the  service  is  confined  to  those  sick  persons  for  whom 
it  was  intended. 

The  advantages  of  transferring  control  of  the  ambulance  ser- 
vice to  the  hospital  authorities  on  the  grounds  that  the  local 
authority  is  required  to  pay  for  a service  over  which  it  has  no 
control  are  from  time  to  time  advanced.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
very  reason  for  making  the  ambulance  service  a local  authority 
responsibilitv  was  in  order  that  those  in  immediate  charge  of  the 
service  could  exercise  a measure  of  control  without  being  subject 
to  undue  direct  pressure  from  the  professional  persons  in  charge 
at  the  hospitals. 

AMBULANCES 


(at 


(b) 


District 

No.  of 
Ambulances 

Where  garaged 

Directly  owned: 

Wisbech 

Three 

Wisbech  Motors  Limited 

Norwich  Road,  Wisbech. 

March 

Two 

Messrs.  Peck  and  Packer  Ltd.. 
Dartford  Road,  March. 

Ely 

Two 

C.  B.  Grey  Limited, 

St.  Mary’s  Garage,  Ely. 

Chatteris 

Agency  service: 

One 

Messrs.  Crawley  & Crawley, 
Chatteris. 

Manea 

One 

Ambulance  Garage, 

(Manea  New 
Ambulance  Com- 
mittee) 

School  Lane,  Manea. 

Whittlesey 

One 

St.  John  Ambulance  Division. 

(St.  John 

Ambulance 

brigade) 

Plough  Road,  Whittlesey. 

Littleport 

One 

Station  Garage, 

(St.  John 

Ambulance 

Brigade) 

Lynn  Road,  Littleport. 

Note:  No  ambulance  is  retained  specifically  to  deal  with  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CAKE  and  AFTER  CARE 

(Section  28) 

Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  33  patients  were  admitted  to  Papworth  Sana- 
torium. 

Twenty-eight  notifications  have  been  received  during  the  year, 
twenty-six  of  which  were  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis  Visitor 

The  tuberculosis  visitor  attended  251  clinic  sessions  during  the 
year,  and  home  visits  to  1,019  cases  were  paid. 

Shelters 

Five  shelters  are  provided  by  the  council  for  use  by  patients 
living  in  overcrowded  conditions  or  under  insanitary  circum- 
stances. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit 

The  unit  visited  Wisbech  and  Manea.  The  following  details  re- 
garding attendances  have  been  submitted  to  me: — - 


M 

Wisbech 

F 

Total 

M 

Manea 

F 

Total 

General  Public 

2521 

2289 

4810 

794 

Scholars 

-414 

414 

828 

Teaching  Staff 

35 

79 

114 

Domestic  Staff 

14 

54 

58 

At  G.P.s  request 

23 

29 

52 

2997 

2865 

5862 

794 

Mental  Illness 

During  I960  the  planning  of  the  future  of  the  county’s  mental 
health  services  was  the  subject  of  a great  deal  of  thought  and 
discussion,  following  the  advice  of  the  Minister  of  Health  con- 
tained in  Circular  9/59  and  as  a result  of  the  Mental  Health  Act 
coming  into  operation.  The  following  proposals  resulted,  and  these 
were  in  due  course  approved  by  the  Minister: — 


35 


Junior  Training  Centres 

(i)  The  provision  of  a purpose-built  centre,  providing  up  to 
forty  places,  in  Wisbech,  to  replace  the  centre  which 
from  1955  had  been  operating  in  hired  premises. 

(ii)  The  provision  of  another  such  establishment,  providing 
up  to  thirty  places,  at  Ely,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
southern  part,  i.e.  the  remainder,  of  the  county. 

(iii)  The  provision  of  residential  accommodation  in  connection 
with  one  of  these  day  centres. 

Adult  Training  Centres 

The  provision  of  one  centre  at  March  to  provide  places  for  all 
suitable  persons  in  the  county. 

Residential  Accommodation 

(i)  The  provision  of  one  hostel  for  approximately  twenty 
educationally  sub-normal  or  maladjusted  young  people, 

(ii)  The  provision  of  a hostel  of  similar  size  for  the  rehabili- 
tation of  patients  discharged  from  hospital. 

(iii)  The  provision  of  a residential  home  for  the  elderly  men- 
tally infirm  who  do  not  need  the  services  and  resources 
of  a hospital  and,  if  the  need  arises  and  circumstances 
permit,  the  provision  later  of  further  similar  homes. 

Home  Training 

No  further  development  is  contemplated  at  the  present  time. 
Social  Centres 

The  establishment  in  hired  premises  of  social  centres,  opening 
once  a week,  in  the  urban  areas  of  the  county,  supervised  at  least 
in  their  initial  stages  by  the  mental  welfare  officers. 

Home  Visiting  Service 

The  further  development  of  the  visiting  services  for  the  purpose 
of  care  and  after-care  though  the  officers  of  the  mental  health 
and  welfare  section  of  the  health  department. 

Guardianship 

The  exercise  by  the  council  of  their  function  under  the  Mental 
Health  Act  in  respect  of  persons  placed  under  guardianship. 

In  the  course  of  putting  these  proposals  into  effect,  a purpose 
built  junior  training  centre,  Orchard  Court  at  Wisbech,  was 
opened  in  November. 
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The  council’s  training  centres  are  now:- 


Full-time  Centre 

Junior  Training  Centre, 
Orchard  Court, 

Money  Bank, 

Wisbech. 

Supervisor:  Mrs.  M.  Saunby. 


Part-time  Centres 


Centre 

Premises 

Day 

Chairman  of  the 
Local  Voluntary 
Committee 

Ely 

The  Clinic, 

St.  Mary’s  St. 

Friday 

Mrs.  A.  McCallum, 
13  Lynton  Drive, 
Ely/ 

March 

“Oakwood 

House" 

Youth  Centre, 
West  End. 

Wednesday 

Mrs.  F.  Sole, 
"Lawns  Court", 
The  Avenue. 

March. 

Whittlesey 

Red  Cross 
Headquarters, 
Plough  Road. 

Thursday 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Morton, 
8 Market  Place, 
Whittlesey. 

Wisbech 

"Orchard 

Court", 

Money  Bank 

Tuesday 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Poole, 

3 Wilberforce  Road, 
Wisbech. 

These  centres  are  supervised  by  the  council’s  home-teacher  for 
mentally  sub-normal  children,  Mrs.  G.  Maris. 

In  connection  with  providing  a junior  training  centre  at  Ely 
various  sites  were  inspected,  and  sites  for  the  adult  training  centre 
at  March  and  the  residential  home  for  the  elderly  mentally  infirm 
were  also  under  consideration. 

In  April  an  improvement  in  the  home  visiting  service  was 
initiated  with  the  introduction  of  the  first  stage  of  the  decentral- 
isation of  the  mental  health  and  welfare  field  staff  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a district  welfare  office  at  Wisbech  with  a staff  of  an 
officer  and  a clerk,  both  new  appointments,  the  establishment  as 
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regards  officers  thereby  being  increased  to  include  the  senioi 
mental  health  and  welfare  officer,  three  full-time  district  mental 
health  and  welfare  officers  (the  other  two  operating  from  the 
central  office)  and  one  part-time  district  mental  health  and  wel- 
fare officer,  who  is  also  a registrar  of  births  and  deaths, 
operating  from  his  registration  office  in  March.  Each  district 
officer  is  now  the  mental  welfare  officer  for  his  district  and  con- 
tinues to  carry  out,  in  addition  to  his  statutory  duties,  the  visiting 
in  connection  with  the  social  after-care  of  patients.  The  extent  of 
the  service  in  this  connection  may  be  seen  from  the  following 


table: — 

Cases  on  the  register  on  1st  January,  I960  18b 

New  cases  referred  during  1960  230 

Cases  closed  during  I960  222 

Cases  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  I960  194 

Total  number  of  visits  during  1960  904 


Other  Types  of  Illness 

Medical  Loans 

The  council  paid  grants  to  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely 
Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  March  Division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  who  continue  to  supply 
medical  and  nursing  equipment  free  of  charge  to  patients.  Follow- 
ing the  trend  of  recent  years,  calls  upon  this  service  continued  to 
increase  steadily. 

Convalescence 

The  provision  of  recuperative  holidays  at  “Highcliffe”,  the 
hostel  of  the  Isle  of  Ely  Society  for  the  Blind  at  Hunstanton, 
continues.  This  service  is  available  when  the  hostel  is  not  used  for 
holidays  for  blind  persons. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  (Section  29) 

During  1960,  96  home  helps  were  employed,  nine  having  twelve 
years  continuous  service,  and  304  households  were  assisted. 


Maternity  (confinement  only) 

31 

Old  Age  Pensioners  

206 

Blind  (O.A.P.) 

13 

Problem  families 

i ) 

Tuberculosis 

6) 

Others,  mostly  post-operative 

49 
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Okl  age  pensioners  include  many  who  need  help  twice  a week 
for  heavy  work,  some  needing  one  hour  every  day.  Bedridden 
cases  (7),  a few  having  had  twelve  years  continuous  home  help, 
usually  require  two  to  three  hours  every  day.  Blind  cases  (Id), 
usually  need  help  every  day. 


Old  age  pensioners  receiving 

home  help  include: 

Over  SO  years  Over  90  years 

Chatteris  

» > 

2 

Coates 

1 

— - 

Ely 

10 

Little  Downham 

1 

Littleport 

H 

i 

Leverington 

4 

i 

Mama  

1 

— 

March 

20 

Mepal 



i 

Stretham 

f) 

— 

Sutton 

6 

— 

Thorney 

•) 

— 

Tydd  St.  (dies 

') 

— 

Whittlesey 

14 

d 

Wisbech 

f>7 

0 

Wisbech  St.  Mary 

2 

o 

O 

In  addition  401  new  cases  requested  by  doctors,  almoners,  the 
national  assistance  board,  and  letters  to  the  home  help  organiser 
were  visited  in  the  course  of  the  year,  of  which  160  were  con- 
sidered as  needing  home  help.  The  remaining  57%  were  cases 
that,  (1)  refused  to  pay  the  home  help  charges  according  to  their 
income,  the  organiser  if  possible  giving  them  addresses  of  workers 
who  might  help  them  privately,  (2)  cases  which  the  organiser 
considered  were  not  in  genuine  need  of  home  help,  e.g.  fairly 
active  with  relations  living  close  at  hand.  (•’!)  cases  requiring 
immediate  hospital  treatment,  and  (4)  other  cases  in  which  she 
considered  home  help  was  not  the  real  solution  to  the  problem. 


A most  successful  home  help  rally  was  staged  at  the  Hereward 
School,  March,  on  18th  June,  1960,  and  over  280  organisers  and 
home  helps  attended  from  Leicestershire,  Hertfordshire,  Norfolk, 
Buckinghamshire,  Suffolk,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Peterborough. 
The  county  medical  officer  opened  the  meeting  after  which  there 
was  a speech  by  a member  of  the  Institute  of  Home  Help  Organ- 
isers. There  followed  a short  entertainment  kindly  given  by  the 
Wisbech  Little  Theatre  Group,  through  the  generosity  of  a mem- 
ber of  the  health  committee.  This  rally  was  arranged  by  the  home 
help  organiser  and  the  Isle  of  Ely  home  helps  in  their  spare  time, 
and  is  an  annual  event  held  in  a different  county  each  year. 

During  the  year  the  home  help  organiser  was  invited  to  several 
Over  Sixties’  Clubs  in  the  Isle  and  gave  short  lectures  on  the 
service . 
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Lunacy,  Mental  Treatment  and  Mental  Health  Acts,  1890-1959 
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Summary  of  case  work 

Cases  investigated  313 

Removed  to  Ihospital  on  Summary  Reception  Orders 

(Section  16,  Lunacy  Act,  1890)  7 

Removed  to  hospital  on  Duly  Authorised  Officers’  Three 

Day  Orders  (Section  20,  Lunacy  Act,  1890)  54 

Removed  to  hospital  on  Justices’  14-day  Orders  (Section 

21,  Lunacy  Act,  1890)  11 

Admitted  to  hospital  for  observation  (Section  25,  Mental 

Health  Act,  1959)  2 

Emergency  admission  to  hospital  for  observation  (Section 

29,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959)  7 

Admitted  to  hospital  as  informal  patients  141 

No  admission  effected  91 


Transport 

Conveyance  to  mental  hospitals  was  arranged  as  follows : 

By  the  mental  health  staff  in  their  own  cars 

By  the  council’s  car/ ambulance  service  

Informal  patients  making  their  own  arrangements 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-38  and 
MENTAL  HEALTH  ACTS,  1959 
Mentally  Sub-normal  Patients 

Under  Aged  16 
age  16  and  over 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 6—  — 

12  2 — 

6 5 — — 

- — 1 — 


9 13  3 — 


1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1960 
Cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “sub- 
ject to  be  dealt  with’’:  — 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports 
by:  — 

(1)  Local  Education  Authorities  on 
children : 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to 

attend  school  

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts  

(3)  Other  sources  

TOTAL  of  1 


139 

20 

63 
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Under  Aged  16 
age  lfi  and  over 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1960 
Number  of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be 


defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt  with’’: 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Super- 
vision   9 13  2 — 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  — — — — 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of  Safety” 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  — — 1 — 


TOTAL  of  2 9 18  3 — 


Cases  on  register  at  31st  December,  1960 

(i)  Under  Supervision  23  21  81  89 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship  — 1 — 3 

(iii)  In  Hospitals  11  4 69  42 


TOTAL  34  26  150  134 


(iv)  Number  of  patients  waiting  for 
admission  to  hospital : 

(a)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital 

care  

(b)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hos- 
pital care  

8 3 

2 — 

1 3 

2 6 

TOTAL 

10  3 

3 9 

(v)  Number  of  patients  for  whom 
care  was  arranged  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority  under  circular 
5/52  during  1960  and  admitted 
to 

(a)  National  Health  Service 

Hospitals  

(b)  Elsewhere  

1 — 

— 3 

TOTAL 

1 — 

— 3 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION 


Residential  Accommodation 


By  the  end  of  March,  I960,  the  council’s  third  old  persons’  home, 
Glennfield  House  at  Wisbech,  a new  home  opened  in  October  1959, 
was  fully  occupied  and  at  that  stage  the  number  of  persons  for 
whom  accommodation  of  this  type  was  available  in  the  county  was 
103:  — 


St.  Mary’s 

Lodge,  Ely 

32 

Coronation 

Close,  March 

30 

Glennfield 

House,  Wisbech 

41 

In  addition  Croylands  at  Ely  provided  for  12  blind  persons. 

Combined  with  the  above  council’s  reservation  of  accommo- 
dation in  the  joint-user  establishments,  namely  30  beds  in  the 
Clarkson  and  Barton  Hospitals,  Wisbech,  and  52  beds  in  the  Tower 
Hospital,  Ely,  there  was  adequate  provision  to  cope  with  all  urgent 
demands  for  accommodation.  The  growing  need  however,  for 
further  accommodation  in  Ely  became  apparent  and  the  council 
decided  on  a project  to  extend  St.  Mary’s  Lodge  to  meet  this 
situation. 

It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  admit  96  persons  to  residential 
accommodation  provided  within  the  county  as  compared  with  107, 
which  included  the  first  admissions  to  Glennfield  House,  in  1959. 

Some  satisfaction,  too,  can  be  felt,  as  a consequence  of  liaison 
with  the  hospitals,  from  the  fact  that  we  do  not  encounter  the 
circumstances  of  old  people  falling  between  two  stools,  the  hospitals 
on  one  hand  saying  they  are  not  ill  enough  to  need  hospital  care  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  local  authority  saying  they  are  not  well 
enough  to  be  taken  into  old  persons’  homes.  In  this  county,  no 
older  member  of  the  community  has,  to  my  knowledge,  ever  gone 
without  services  that  they  need  solely  because  two  bodies  could 
not  reach  agreement. 


44 


Persons  Provided  with  Accommodation 


On  1st 

On  3 1st 

Jan., 

Recep- 

Depar- 

Dec.. 

1959 

lions 

tures 

I960 

In  the  Councils 

Men 

45 

19 

19 

45 

Old  Persons’  Homes 

Women 

40 

34 

17 

57 

In  Part-User 

Accomodation 

Men 

49 

26 

21 

54 

(within  the  Countv) 

Women 

32 

17 

16 

33 

By  other  Local 

Men 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Authorities 

Women 

2 

3 

2 

3 

By  arrangement 

Men 

9 

5 

3 

11 

with  Voluntary 

Women 

7 

— 

1 

6 

Organisations 

Children 

— 

— 

— 

— 

186 

106 

81 

211 

Temporary  Accommodation 

During  the  year  information  was  received  of  the  eviction  or 
impending  eviction  of  76  families.  Of  these  twenty-eight  were 
notified  by  local  housing  authorities,  six  by  health  visitors,  five  bv 
the  police,  two  by  the  national  assistance  board,  two  by  moral 
welfare  workers,  one  by  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  one  by  a hospital  almoner 
and  one  by  a county  court  official.  Thirty  families  made  direct 
applications  themselves  to  the  welfare  staff. 

Tenancy  was  continued  in  thirty-seven  instances,  thirty-one 
families  were  re-housed,  and  one  found  accommodation  with 
friends.  At  31st  December  the  eviction  of  seven  families  was 
still  pending. 


WELFARE  SERVICES 

Scheme  for  Persons  who  are  Deaf  and  Dumb 

The  council  make  an  annual  grant  to  the  Ely  Diocesan  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Association  in  return  for  which  that  association  acts 
as  agent  for  this  service. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  register  contained  the  names  of  43 
persons. 
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Provision  of  Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons  other  than 
the  Blind,  Partially  Sighted,  and  Deaf  or  Dumb 

The  council’s  scheme  of  welfare  services  for  substantially  and 
permanently  handicapped  persons,  having  been  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Health,  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1960. 

The  scheme  provides  that  the  council  shall  keep  a register  for 
handicapped  persons  who  apply  for  assistance  and  whom  the 
council  assist  under  the  scheme  and  shall,  so  far  as  reasonably 
necessary : — 

(1)  assist  handicapped  persons  to  overcome  the  effects  of  their 
disabilities,  and  to  obtain  any  available  general,  preventive 
or  remedial  medical  treatment  which  they  appear  to  require; 

(2)  give  advice  and  guidance  to  handicapped  persons  on  personal 
problems  and  in  connection  with  any  services  whether  pro- 
vided under  any  enactment  or  rendered  by  any  voluntary 
organisation,  which  appear  to  be  available  to  them  and  of 
which  they  wish  to  take  advantage; 

(3)  encourage  handicapped  persons  to  take  part  in  the  activities 
of  social  centres,  clubs  or  institutions,  whether  provided  by 
the  council  under  this  scheme  or  otherwise,  or  provided 
or  established  by  any  other  person  under  any  enactment  or 
otherwise; 

(4)  use  their  best  endeavours  to  arrange  for  voluntary  workers 
to  visit  handicapped  persons  with  a view  to  affording  them 
comfort  and  encouragement  and  assistance  in  the  solution 
of  domestic  and  other  problems  confronting  them,  to  accom- 
pany them  to  places  of  worship,  social  centres,  clubs  and 
similar  places  of  recreation,  and  otherwise  to  assist  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  purposes  of  this  scheme; 

(5)  use  their  best  endeavours  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the 
responsible  bodies  in  facilitating  the  admittance  of  handi- 
capped persons  carried  in  wheel-chairs  or  spinal-chairs  to 
places  of  worship,  entertainment  or  recreation,  and  in  making 
suitable  provision  for  them  while  there;  and 

(6  take  such  steps  as  may  be  practicable,  in  consultation  with 
the  Minister  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  to  assist  any 
handicapped  person  to  secure  any  work  in  trade,  commerce, 
industry  or  a profession  for  which  he  appears  to  be  fitted 
and  which  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining. 

and  in  addition,  the  council  may:  — 

(lj  provide  practical  assistance  for  handicapped  persons  in  their 
homes; 
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(2)  provide,  or  assist  in  obtaining,  wireless,  library  and  similar 
recreational  facilities  for  handicapped  persons; 

(3)  provide  for  handicapped  persons  lectures,  games  and  other 
recreational  facilities  in  such  social  centres  as  aforesaid  and 
elsewhere,  and  also  outings; 

(4)  provide  facilities  for,  and  assistance  to,  handicapped  persons 
in  travelling  to  and  from  their  homes  to  participate  in  any 
of  the  services  provided  under  this  scheme; 

(5)  assist  handicapped  persons  in  arranging  for  the  carrying  out 
of  any  works  of  adaptation  in  their  homes  or  the  provision 
of  any  additional  facilities,  designed  to  secure  the  greater 
comfort  or  convenience  of  such  persons,  and  if  the  council 
so  determine  defray  any  expenses  incurred  in  the  carrying 
out  of  any  such  works  or  in  the  provision  of  any  such 
facilities; 

(6)  facilitate  the  taking  of  holidays  by  handicapped  persons,  in 
particular  at  holiday  homes,  whether  provided  by  the 
council  under  this  scheme  or  otherwise,  or  provided  or 
established  by  any  other  body  under  any  enactment  or  other- 
wise, and  if  the  council  so  determine  defray  any  expenses 
incurred  in  or  in  connection  with  the  taking  of  such  holidays; 

(7)  assist  handicapped  persons  who  are  capable  and  desirous  of 
engaging  in  any  handicraft,  craft  or  other  skilled  activity,  to 
engage  in  that  activity  in  their  own  homes,  social  centres  or 
in  any  other  place,  not  being  a sheltered  workshop; 

(8)  provide  hostels,  where  persons  to  whom  arrangements  under 
sub-section  (1)  of  section  29  of  the  Act  relate  and  for  whom 
work  or  training  is  being  provided  in  pursuance  of  the 
Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944,  or  section  3 of 
the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1958,  may  live; 
and 

(9)  provide  social  centres  and  holidays  homes  for  the  purposes 
of  this  scheme. 

In  connection  with  putting  this  scheme  fully  into  operation  the 
council  were  glad  to  accept  an  offer  made  by  the  Central  Council 
for  the  Care  of  Cripples  of  the  services  for  a period  of  six  months 
of  their  assistant  development  officer,  Mrs.  Keyworth. 

Mrs.  Keyworth  began  her  survey  of  the  physically  handicapped 
in  the  county  in  July  and  by  the  end  of  December  she  had  made 
840  visits  as  a result  of  which  she  was  able  to  name  228  persons  for 
registration  under  the  scheme;  they  were  disposed  throughout  the 
county  as  follows:  — 
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Chatteris 


11 

38 

37 

21 

15 

13 

52 

28 


Ely  (Urban) 

Ely  (Rural) 
March 

North  Witchford 


Thorney 

Wisbech  (Borough) 
Wisbech  (Rural) 


These  figures  do  not,  however,  represent  the  complete  situation 
at  that  time  as  Mrs.  Keyworth  was  continuing  to  make  visits.  The 
council  were  also  glad  to  have  her  analysis  of  the  needs  of  these 
persons  and  suggestions  as  to  how  such  needs  might  be  met. 


ISLE  OF  ELY  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
ANNUAL  REPORT  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1960 

There  were  241  names  on  the  register  of  blind  persons  at  the 
31st  December  1960  — 104  males,  137  females.  26  persons  were 
newly  registered  as  blind,  2 were  re-registered  and  2 transferred  in 
from  other  counties.  There  were  34  deaths,  2 transferred  out  of  the 
county  and  5 were  de-certified. 

On  the  register  of  partially  sighted  persons  the  number  was  64  — 
32  males  and  32  females.  There  were  15  new  registrations,  2 
transferred  in  to  this  area,  there  were  8 deaths,  3 were  registered 
blind,  1 was  de-certified  after  an  improvement  in  his  sight  following 
an  operation  and  1 was  transferred  to  another  county. 

The  Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind  organised  a 
refresher  course  for  home  teachers  at  Girton  College,  Cambridge, 
and  Miss  Dudley  attended.  She  felt  it  was  a very  stimulating 
experience  and  returned  with  many  new  ideas.  One  of  them  was 
that  the  handicraft  classes  should  be  held  for  a whole,  instead  of 
a half-day,  and  that  both  home  teachers  should  pool  their 
specialised  knowledge  in  an  endeavour  to  improve  the  standard 
of  work  in  order  to  enable  entries  to  be  submitted  to  the  Regional 
Competition  and  Exhibition  to  be  held  in  London  in  October 


1961. 


A tape  recorder  for  the  use  of  home  teachers  at  classes  and 
during  their  visits,  was  purchased  from  voluntary  funds. 

Birthday  cards  to  all  registered  blind  persons  have  been  posted 
during  the  year  and  many  messages  of  thanks  have  been  received. 
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The  society’s  stand  at  the  March  Trades  Fair  attracted  a good 
deal  of  attention  and  orders  for  handicrafts  were  taken.  A deaf- 
blind  man  demonstrated  mattress  making  and  Braille  reading  and 
writing. 

rhe  society  purchased  additional  equipment  for  Croylands,  Ely, 
to  the  value  of  £36.  There  were  3 admissions  and  2 discharges 
luring  the  year  and  at  31st  December  there  were  10  residents. 

New  blankets,  mattresses  and  eiderdowns  were  supplied  at 
Highcliffe,  the  holiday  hostel  at  Hunstanton.  38  blind  folk  and 
24  guides  from  the  Isle  of  Ely,  and  68  blind  and  31  guides  from 
other  areas,  and  1 welfare  case  spent  a happy  holiday  at  the  hostel. 
Heaters  were  installed  before  the  Xmas  visitors  arrived. 

A party  of  deaf-blind  people  spent  a fortnight  at  Highcliffe  in 
May  and  as  this  was  a return  visit  we  were  assured  of  the  success  of 
the  previous  occasion.  Miss  M.  A.  Henham-Barrow,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind,  visited  the 
party  while  at  Hunstanton. 

Two  day  outings  and  4 coaches  took  our  parties  of  blind  and 
their  guides  to  Hunstanton.  The  weather  was  ideal  and  each  day 
was  the  usual  success,  137  persons  acclaiming  their  enjoyment. 
As  in  previous  years  a member  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
accompanied  each  trip. 

A deaf-blind  man,  accompanied  by  his  home  teacher  attended 
a residential  course  for  the  deaf-blind  for  a week  at  Clacton. 
This  man  had  been  totally  deaf  for  many  years  and  when  his  sight 
deteriorated  so  that  he  could  no  longer  lip  read  he  became  very 
despondent.  His  home  teacher  taught  him  the  deaf-blind  manual 
and  he  derived  a great  deal  of  benefit  from  the  course. 

The  county  council  increased  the  augmentation  rates  for  blind 
home  workers  by  8s.  per  week  from  the  1st  April,  1960,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Local  Authorities  Advisory  Committee. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society'  held  on  17th  June,  1960, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  W.  A.  Ollard,  o.b.e.,  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  G.  R.  Clark  was  re-appointed 
honorary  treasurer  until  31st  October,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hallam  to  take 
that  position  as  from  1st  November,  1960.  The  chairman  (in  the 
absence  of  the  president)  referred  to  the  forthcoming  retirement  of 
the  honorary  treasurer  and  of  his  untiring  services  to  the  society7 
over  the  past  25  years.  Members  of  the  society  subscribed  towards, 
and  presented,  a wrist  watch  to  Mr.  Clark  in  appreciation  of  his 
services.  He  is  to  continue  as  the  society’s  representative  on  the 
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Southern  Regional  Association  tor  the  Blind  for  the  remainder  of 
the  3 years  for  which  he  was  appointed  in  1959.  Alderman  H. 
Payne  was  re-appointed  chairman  and  Alderman  L.  W.  H.  Rowe 
vice-chairman  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Society  was  very  appreciative  of  the  generous  response 
from  the  public  and  of  the  efforts  of  all  helpers  which  had  produced 
a record  total  of  £2,352  18s.  9d.  for  our  voluntary  fund. 

From  40  applicants  for  the  home  teaching  course  only  20  were 
accepted.  We  feel  gratified  that  our  trainee  was  one  of  those 
chosen  for  this  course,  organised  by  the  Southern  Regional  Associ- 
ation for  the  Blind.  A junior  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
while  Miss  Ransome  attended  the  course  of  training. 

To  enable  the  matron  of  Croylands,  Ely,  to  take  a well  deserved 
holiday,  the  matron  from  Highcliffe,  Hunstanton,  deputised  for 
her  at  Ely  for  the  month  of  November. 


CHILDREN  ACT,  1948 

The  Care  of  Children  Committee  set  up  in  1948  has  continued 
to  be  responsible  for  the  following : — 

( a ) Parts  II  and  IV  of  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. 

(b)  Provisions  relating  to  Child  Life  Protection  contained  in 
Part  VII  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(c)  The  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

(d)  The  Children  Act,  1948. 

The  children’s  officer  works  in  close  liaison  with  the  medical  and 
nursing  staffs  of  the  county. 

Visits  in  connection  with  child  life  protection  to  children  aged  5 
years  and  under  were  carried  out  by  the  health  visitors. 

Medical  reports  on  children  residing  in  the  various  homes  main- 
tained by  the  council  were  provided  from  time  to  time  by  the  medi- 
cal officers,  together  with  the  statutory  reports  on  boarded-out 
children. 

Certain  advisory  visits  were  made  to  the  homes. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS 
REGULATION  ACT,  1948 

Four  persons  remain  registered  as  child  minders  on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1960. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


* 


ELY  Urban  District 

Housing.  — During  the  year  the  High  Barns  Estate  was  com- 
pleted. 

22  new  houses  were  erected,  Id  houses  were  demolished  and  3 
closed  during  the  year. 

Sewerage.  — No  extensions  were  carried  out  in  1960.  The  new 
disposal  works  were  opened  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


MARCH  Urban  District 

Housing  — During  the  year  three  Demolition  and  six  Closing 
Orders  were  made. 

Nine  houses  wrere  actually  demolished  which  included  some  from 
previous  orders. 

Two  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during 
1960.  One  was  refused  and  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  work 
was  received  from  remaining  owner. 

Sewerage.  ■ — The  subsidiary  sewers  were  completed  by  the  end 
of  1959  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  conversion  of  vaults  and  pail  closets 
will  be  continued. 

Water  Supply.  — Extensions  to  the  water  mains  were  completed 
during  1959  and  where  mains  have  been  laid  many  new  connec- 
tions have  been  made  to  properties. 

WHITTLESEY  Urban  District 

Housing.  — The  local  authority  erected  28  houses  and  bungalows 
and  26  by  private  enterprise. 

4 Demolition  and  3 Closing  Orders  were  issued  during  the  year. 

32  dwellings  were  demolished  and  34  families  were,  re-housed 
from  condemned  premises. 

Sewerage.  — Attention  is  drawn  to  the  need  for  sewers  where 
septic  tanks  have  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

WISBECH  Borough 

Housing.  — 45  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  47  houses  were  demolished. 

Sewerage.  — 283  cesspools  were  eliminated  during  1960.  It  is 
hoped  to  commence  work  in  1961  to  provide  new  sewers  in  areas 
not  yet  having  this  facility. 

Water  Supply.  — 3,803  yards  of  new  main  were  laid  and  63 
new  connections  were  made  during  the  year. 
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ELY  — Rural  District 

Housing — 43  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  1 1 Demoli- 
tion and  Closing  Orders  were  issued. 

Sewerage — Substantial  advances  were  made  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  joint  scheme  for  Sutton  and  Stretham.  Plans  for 
the  scheme  at  Stretham  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Schemes  are  in  preparation  for  Mepal  and  Witchford. 

Water  Supply — No  extensions  have  been  made  during  the  year. 


NORTH  WITCHFORD— Rural  District. 

The  council  erected  12  one  bedroom  type  bungalows  for  occu- 
pation by  old  people  (6  at  Wimblington  and  6 at  Manea),  and  there 
were  5 similar  bungalows  in  course  of  erection  at  Benwick.  7 new 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise.  7 
more  dwellings  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
12  houses  were  demolished  as  a result  of  demolition  orders  or  by 
voluntary  action  on  part  of  owners. 

Sewerage — Further  delays  have  occurred  in  connection  with  the 
new  sewerage  scheme  for  Benwick  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
contractor. 

Water  Supply — 48  premises  have  been  connected  with  the  main 
supply  during  the  year.  Extensions  have  also  been  carried  out  to 
the  main  supply  at  Toll  Drove,  Manea,  Ransonmoor,  Doddington 
and  Manea  Fifties. 

WISBECH— Rural  District. 

Housing — 13  bungalows  and  12  houses  were  completed  by  the 
council  during  the  year.  29  dwellings  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise.  At  the  end  of  the  year  28  dwellings  were  under  con- 
struction. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Mr.  F.  W.  Crabtree,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
has  submitted  the  following  report  for  the  year  I960. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  council  as  the  food  and  drugs 
authority  for  the  whole  of  the  administrative  county  to  carry  into 
execution  and  enforce  the  following: — 

1 . Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

(a)  Sections  1,  2 and  6 (composition  and  labelling  of  food 
and  drugs) . 

(b)  Section  31  (prohibition  of  sale  of  milk  from  diseased 
cows) . 

(c)  Section  32  (adulteration,  etc.,  of  milk) 

(d)  Section  36  (restriction  on  use  of  special  designations 
applied  to  milk). 

(e)  Sections  37  and  38  (compulsory  use  of  special  designa- 
tions in  specified  areas) . 

(f)  Section  47  (mis-use  of  designation  “cream”  in  relation 
to  cream  substitutes. 

2.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk)  Regulations,  1949  (control  and  heat-treatment  of  milk). 

3.  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953  (labelling  of  pre-packed  food). 

4.  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. 


Composition  and  Labelling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

These  duties  are  discharged  by  a continuous  observation  of 
food  and  drugs  offered  for  sale  throughout  the  county.  The  com- 
position of  a wide  variety  of  foodstuffs  is  now  controlled  by  food 
standards  orders.  The  provisions  of  the  Preservatives  in  Food 
Regulations  are  also  dealt  with  under  this  heading.  Samples  are 
submitted  for  examination  to  the  public  analyst  for  the  county, 
Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Tenison  Road,  Cam- 
bridge. 
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A summary  of  the  samples  submitted  for  examination  during  the 
year  under  review  is  as  follows: 


Butter/suet/lard 
Cakes/biscuits,  etc. 
Cheese/cheese  products 
Drugs  and  medicines 

Flour  

Ice  cream 

Meat /meat  products 
Marzipan 
Preserves/ jellies 
Rice  pudding 
Sausages / sausage  meat 
Soft  drinks 

Soup  

Spices/condiments  

Spirits 

Sweets  

Tea/coffee  

Tinned  fruit  

Vinegar 

Miscellaneous 


6 

«» 

o 

2 

( 

4 

6 

15 

4 

10 

2 

25 

8 

2 

6 

14 

10 

9 

2 

4 

9 


TOTAL  148 


The  public  analyst  reported  adversely  on  three  samples,  these 
being  chopped  pork  which  contained  starchy  matter.  Proceedings 
were  taken  in  two  instances  resulting  in  the  firm  concerned  being 
fined  £10  in  each  case.  The  remaining  sample,  which  was  of 
Yugoslav  origin,  contained  6%  flour.  Stocks  were  withdrawn  from 
this  county  and  the  importers  instructed  their  foreign  shippers 
that  future  supplies  should  contain  no  flour. 

A complaint  was  received  from  a purchaser  in  respect  of  a 
jar  of  mincemeat  alleged  to  contain  glass  splinters.  The  splinters 
appeared  to  have  come  from  the  rim  of  another  jar.  The  matter  was 
reported  to  the  suppliers  who  undertook  to  visit  the  factory  con- 
cerned with  a view  to  preventing  any  repetition  of  this  kind  of  com- 
plaint. 

Prohibition  of  Sale  of  Milk  from  Diseased  Cows 

All  milk  sold  by  retail  within  the  county  is  pasteurised,  tuberculin 
tested  or  sterilised  and  consequently  the  need  for  sampling  under 
this  heading  is  not  great.  During  the  year  under  review  15  samples 
of  raw  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge.  They  were  all  reported 
as  free  from  tubercle  and  brucella  abortus  bacilli. 
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Adulteration  etc.  of  Milk 

88  samples  were  sent  to  the  public  analyst.  S samples  were  low 
in  fat  content.  No  samples  were  found  to  contain  added  water. 
The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  prescribe  a standard  of  4%  fat 
for  Channel  Island  milk.  10  samples  of  such  milk  were  taken,  5 
of  which  were  reported  as  deficient  in  fat.  These  5 samples  were 
all  of  milk  originating  from  the  same  herd  and  an  “Appeal  to 
Cow”  revealed  that  the  herd  was  producing  milk  of  exceptionally 
low  fat  content. 

One  sample  was  sent  to  the  public  analyst  as  the  result  of  a 
complaint  from  a headmaster  that  a child  had  found  a hardened 
substance  in  a bottle  upon  drinking  school  milk.  The  substance 
was  found  to  be  hardened  casein  presumably  from  the  dried  re- 
mains of  milk  previously  contained  in  the  bottle.  Proceedings  were 
instituted  and  the  dairy  concerned  was  fined  £3  with  £5  costs. 


Restriction  of  use  of  Special  Designations  to  Milk 

The  use  of  the  special  designations  “pasteurised,’’  “tuberculin 
tested’’  and  “sterilised”  are  restricted  to  the  holders  of  licences 
authorising  the  use  of  designations.  No  infringements  were  detected 
under  this  heading. 


Compulsory  use  of  Special  Designations  in  Specified  Areas 

In  areas  specified  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  the  only  milk  which  may  be  sold  by  retail  is  specially 
designated,  i.e.  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised.  The 
whole  of  the  administrative  county  is  a specified  area. 

Sampling  showed  a satisfactory  position.  Of  the  27  samples  ol 
tuberculin  tested  milk  taken  only  1 failed  the  prescribed  tests.  10 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  processed  outside  the  county  were 
taken  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Pasteurised  milk  pro- 
cessed within  the  county  is  dealt  with  under  a further  heading. 


Mis-use  of  Designation  ‘‘Cream”  in  relation  to  Cream  Substitutes 

Under  this  section  it  is  an  offence  to  sell  any  food  which  re- 
sembles cream  in  appearance  by  a description  including  the  word 
“cream”  unless  it  is  “real  cream”  or  unless  it  is  made  quite  clear 
at  the  time  that  the  substance  is  either  re-constituted  or  imitation 
cream.  No  mis-descriptions  were  found. 


Milk  ( Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations 

1 he  county  council  is  responsible  for  the  control  and  licensing  of 
pasteurising  and  other  establishments  used  for  heat  treatment  of 
milk.  There  are  two  licensed  pasteurising  plants: 

Peterborough  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Norwich  Road,  Wisbech. 

Regent  Dairy  (March)  Ltd., 

Dartford  Road,  March. 


33  samples  of  milk  processed  by  these  two  dairies  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Cambridge. 
These  samples  are  examined  to  see  if  the  milk  has  been  adequately 
heat  treated  and  has  a satisfactory  keeping  quality.  3 samples, 
taken  from  Regent  Dairy  (March)  Ltd.,  failed  the  prescribed  test 
for  heat  treatment. 

On  an  inspection  the  condition  of  the  premises  was  found  to  be 
far  from  satisfactory  and  a number  of  the  Milk  and  Dairy  Regu- 
lations were  not  being  complied  with.  Representations  were  made 
to  the  directors  and  the  conditions  subsequently  improved. 

In  addition  27  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  county 
council  schools  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

These  regulations  consolidate  and  re-enact,  with  amendments, 
the  previous  regulations  covering  raw,  pasteurised  and  sterilised 
milk.  The  principal  changes  are  that  dealers’  licences  previously 
issued  by  the  borough,  rural  and  urban  district  councils  will  be 
issued  by  the  county  council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  authority 
for  the  whole  county. 

A new  form  of  licence,  the  dealer’s  (pre-packed  milk)  licence 
is  introduced  which  will  authorise  in  a single  form  the  use  of  any 
or  all  of  the  appropriate  special  designations  where  the  milk  is 
obtained  by  the  licensed  dealer  pre-packed,  or  is  pasteur- 
ised by  the  dealer.  The  dealer’s  (tuberculin  tested)  licence 
is  being  retained. 

The  various  tests  to  which  the  different  types  of  milk  will  be 
subjected  have  been  revised. 


Other  points  of  interest  are  that  licence  holders  are  no  longer 
required  to  allow  samples  of  milk  to  be  taken  free  of  charge,  the 
sealing  of  wholesale  chums  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  will  no  longer 
be  obligatory  and  the  storage  of  milk  in  a fixed  tank  at  a farm 
and  subsequent  collection  by  a tanker  will  be  permitted  in  certain 
circumstances.  The  period  of  a licence  is  extended  from  one  to  five 
years  and  no  longer  restricts  sales  to  the  area  of  the  licensing 
authority. 

The  regulations  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  county  council's 
duties  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1961. 

Labelling  of  Pre-packed  Food 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order  requires,  inter  alia,  that  pre-packed 
food,  with  certain  exceptions,  must  bear  a statement  of  ingredients, 
specified  in  order  of  the  proportion  in  which  they  are  used.  These 
statements  are  verified  by  the  public  analyst  during  his  examina- 
tion of  samples.  No  serious  infringements  were  found. 

Pharm-acy  and  Medicines  Act 

This  Act  prohibits  certain  advertisements  relating  to  medical 
matters  and  medicines.  There  is  nothing  to  report. 

F.  W.  CRABTREE, 

Chief  Inspector. 


57 


THE  PREVENTION  AND 
CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

I ncidence 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  notifications 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and  measles  as  compared 
with  1959,  although  the  number  of  cases  of  chickenpox  was  much 
higher  than  in  previous  year. 

A full  list  of  notifications  is  given  in  the  following  table. 
Measures  for  control 

These  continued  to  operate  as  described  in  previous  reports  and 
close  liaison  was  maintained  with  local  sanitary  authorities  and 
their  staffs,  especially  when  an  infectious  disease  showed  any  signs 
of  epidemic  prevalence.  The  school  medical  officers  and  school 
nurses  continued  routine  investigations  when  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  notified  among  school  children,  followed  up,  if  necessary,  by 
field  work  based  on  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge. 
Close  contact  was  always  maintained  with  the  general  practitioners 
during  these  investigations. 

Institutional  Provision 

Cases  are  transferred  from  the  northern  half  of  the  Isle  to  the 
Peterborough  Isolation  Hospital,  and  from  the  southern  half  to  the 
hospital  at  Ely. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Facilities  for  treatment  of  patients  from  the  Isle  of  Ely  are 
provided  at  the  Clinic,  Peterborough;  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital, 
Cambridge;  and  at  the  King’s  Lynn  and  West  Norfolk  Hospital. 
The  provision  of  these  arrangements  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


GENERAL 

Medical  Examinations 

During  the  year  111  examinations  of  candidates  have  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  council’s  medical  officers. 


Staff  49 

Teachers  23 

Training  college  entrants  39 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  the  Several  Districts  for  the  Year  ending 

I960 


URBAN  DISTRICTS 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

Chatteris 

X 

LU 

March 

Whittlesey 

Wisbech 

Total 

Urban  Districts 

X 

LU 

North  Witchford 

Thorney 

Wisbech 

Total 

Rural  Districts 

Combined  Total 

Small  Pox  

Scarlet  Fever  

1 i 

2 

8 

2 

27 

40 

13 

3 

5 

21 

71 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever  

Pneumonia  

6 

6 

3 

2 

17 

8 

4 

2 

14 

31 

Cholera 

Puerperal  Fever  

... 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

Glandular  Fever  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

i 

2 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

i 

1 

3 

3 

Meningococcal  Inf. 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

Erysipelas  

i 

1 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

9 

Tuberculosis 

(a)  Pulmonary  ... 

1 

4 

1 

6 

12 

6 

3 

2 

1 1 

23 

(b)  Other  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

4 

8 

Malaria  

... 

Infectious  Hepatitis 

4 

4 

1 

... 

1 

5 

Chicken  Pox  

86 

67 

153 

... 

6 

6 

159 

Measles  

9 

46 

6 

99 

160 

68 

28 

15 

39 

150 

310 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

1 

... 

7 

15 

26 

7 

2 

19 

13 

41 

67 

Other  diseases 
(a)  Dysentry 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

7 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Details  of  the  Notifications  received  during  the  year  1963. 


Notifications  on  Form  A 

m 

C 

O 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications 

Age  Periods 

rt 

| Total  Notificat 
on  Form  A 
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0 

1 

10 — 1 5 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and 

upwards 
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rt  p 
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}-  z 

jlmonary  : — Males  in 

1950 

... 

1 

2 

3 

8 

8 

4 

1 

27 

27 

" ” in 

1951 

2 

. . . 

3 

1 

2 

5 

6 

7 

2 

2 

30 

30 

•'  ” in 

1952 

... 

5 

1 

2 

5 

4 

4 

5 

3 

2 

31 

31 

" ” in 

1953 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

2 

29 

29 

” ” in 

1954 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

8 

5 

2 

1 

27 

27 

” ” in 

1955 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

2 

19 

19 

" ” in 

1956 

1 

. . . 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 

6 

1 

23 

23 

” ” in 

1957 

... 

i 

5 

2 

3 

2 

5 

4 

1 

23 

23 

” ” in 

1958 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

13 

13 

” in 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

6 

3 

1 

3 

4 

31 

31 

" in 
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4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

17 

17 

Females  in 
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. . . 

2 

3 

13 

6 

2 

26 

26 

in 

1951 
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2 

3 

i 

3 

5 

8 

2 

3 

1 

28 

28 

” ” in 

1952 

1 

1 

3 

i 

2 

8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

26 

26 

" ” in 

1953 

. . . 

1 

2 

... 

7 

7 

17 

6 

3 

2 

45 

45 

in 

1954 

• . . 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

6 

8 

1 
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17 

17 

in 

1955 

1 

7 

4 

2 

10 

2 

2 

i 

1 

30 

30 

in 
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1 
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1 

1 

6 

1 

10 

10 
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1 

2 

4 

6 

13 

13 
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2 
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3 

3 

1 

12 
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in 
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2 

2 
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1 

4 

2 

3 

4 

1 

19 

19 
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